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MAGlCAL HOh{] i
It all began at the (‘)u /1‘(‘
Park Community ( ,cnl‘{(. ]
A few dance students fromn
my dance sclmnl‘.
Sanskruti (including me)
o selected to take part
dance
production called Magi("(ll
Honey. 1t was the recipient
of the Stobbs New Ideas

wer
in a |\roiv.~sinnn|

Sawston
Village College

award in 2021,
Magical Honey 1s about
draw and is

this girl called Maya who loves to read and
super enthusiastic about
school. But when she meets
the celestial being Saraswati,
she learns to unlock the true
magic inside her. Together,
they go on a journey of
exploring their beautiful world
and fight the evil headmistress,
Miss Tusra. This show is a
family-friendly show suitable
for children aged five and over.
It includes South-Asian dance
called Bharatanatyam, live
music, magic tricks and
wonderful interactions to
engage the audiences!

We have been working on

this production since the year 2020, with two years in
raez_xrchl and development before Magical Honey started
-tcfurlng 131 2023. This has been an exhilarating experience
along with some steep challenges sandwiched between

enriching, artistic explorati
; ’ ploration. What [ o
Magical Honey ved most about

think of this whole proj

skill altogether. It took me some tip, >
but because of my supportive team, | s
confident and we solved the problep,.
Apart from magic tricks, the shoy et
Western contemporary music. This i intereil.nal
[ am trained to do Bharatanatyam ¢, Indianl i“
music. Initially, when I practised the mUVemC) assica
struggled to dance Bharatanatyam thythms t((nt,]
contemporary beats. After several rehe: " ; ) Weg

master tl’),

ftually becar,ne

QCaUS

tern

During the research and development phase, I would
see the set designer sitting in the corner watching us and
sketching out ideas in her sketchbook, designing our
props and set. We also had a costume designer who
would, from time to time, ask us to come over so that she
could measure us and create our costumes. Altogether,
the research and development phase of Magical Honey
has m'troduced me to the world of professional arts.

T%us is the first year that this show has started touring
Magical Honey premiered at Cambridge Junction and it
has toured to venues such as Norden Farm Centre for the
Arts in Maidenhead, the Hat Factory in Luton, the Corn
Hall‘in Diss and Dance Festival Croydon. It will
continue touring in 2024.

For some shows, it would be an early start where we
had to wake up at five in the morning, get dressed and
le:‘“’e for a long drive to reach the venue. We travell
:)Vrlmt?o(r)rtlr Sf tand costumes in a van, so we could catch up
ey eui eep during the drive, Once at the venue»d“’eet
i fSr t }?n (})\ur make-up, warm up and stretch % h
Sl ne show. For the first couple of shows [ wa
s ervous but, over time, 1 grew confident a

EHOW perform in my sleep.
vem‘::sn It }:i;llgh ip erform the same routine in differsnt
Unique,i “H enjoy it because each performance 18

!t some way. What makes me really happy 3
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sactions of the audience during ¢he show. Each
the ¢t e behaves differenly, Some laugh Certain
"uldlel,l;hat others do not. S, have 4 1ot of
thmgb,égtic children that gpe very keen on
cntb”f’l‘;ﬁon, But overall, what Mattey
P"“'“Cf{t ‘tllc theatre with g smile
rl;gr:lakes me feel proud.

Magical Honey was commissioned by Akadem; (seed
ission) and funded by otganisations such ag
Comml.\-k{ ¢ Junction, Arts Council Enghmd, DanceEast,
ﬁal:,l::; gl‘heatre, The Library Presents and Cambridge
ercury
- C?l(:?;{l:)‘ney has helped me gain confidence not
I\i[(.lg:tiance but also in public speaking and acting. As
i serformer, it is a dream come true, unleashing
s Your:iévity, which I cherish forever. Sia Nair, Year 8
my C

aud lence
S 1O me fg that
on theiy face, That is
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